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that House Republicans aren’t afraid to 
make the difficult decisions necessary 
to secure America’s future and pre-
serve the American Dream. 

It is called leadership. That means 
proposing simple answers—even when 
they are not easy ones. 

I commend Chairman SCALISE and 
Mr. WOODALL for crafting a plan that 
will balance the budget and create a 
healthy economy sooner than any 
other budget alternative. The RSC 
budget proposes a path that embraces 
the responsibility we have to future 
generations to leave America better 
than we found her. 

The unwillingness of Congress to 
make tough choices is putting our 
country on a road to ruin. Let’s take 
the road less traveled. It may make all 
the difference. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Committee 
will rise informally. 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
MESSER) assumed the chair. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed concurrent 
resolutions of the following titles in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested: 

S. Con. Res. 33. Concurrent resolution cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Smith-Lever Act, which estab-
lished the nationwide Cooperative Extension 
System. 

S. Con. Res. 35. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the 
House of Representatives. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 105–292, as 
amended by Public Law 106–55, and as 
further amended by Public Law 107–228, 
and Public Law 112–75, the Chair, on 
behalf of the President pro tempore, 
upon the recommendation of the Ma-
jority Leader, reappoints the following 
individual to the United States Com-
mission on International Religious 
Freedom: 

Katrina Lantos Swett of New 
Hampshire. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2015 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Chairman, at 

this time it is my pleasure to yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. CHABOT). 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of the Republican Study Com-
mittee’s Back to Basics Budget for 
2015. 

The RSC’s budget solves a problem 
that threatens the future well-being of 
this country, and that is the increasing 
size of the Federal Government’s debt. 

The solution provided by the budget is 
simple. It requires the Federal Govern-
ment to balance its budget in 4 years. 

Similar to the Ryan budget, the RSC 
proposal reduces discretionary spend-
ing, reforms Social Security, simplifies 
the Tax Code, and cuts wasteful spend-
ing, among other things. 
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I am particularly pleased with the 
RSC’s inclusion of two of my bills that 
seek to eliminate some wasteful spend-
ing. We eliminate the Commission to 
Nowhere, and we eliminate the MAP 
Act, and we save $10 million by doing 
that. 

Time and again, the Denali Commis-
sion has been found to perform duplica-
tive work that should be carried out by 
State and local governments. This view 
is supported across the board, from 
Citizens Against Government Waste, to 
the Heritage Foundation, to even 
President Obama. 

In fact, the inspector general of the 
Denali Commission recently called it 
‘‘a congressional experiment that 
hasn’t worked out’’ and suggested that 
‘‘Congress put its money elsewhere.’’ 

The waste within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Market Access 
Program is also disturbing. The MAP 
program, though intended to increase 
international consumption of Amer-
ican products, has financed lavish 
international travel and marketing ex-
penses for some of our already most 
successful companies. 

Under this program, taxpayer dollars 
have paid for international educational 
wine tastings from London to Mexico, 
and financed an animated series in 
Spain chronicling the adventures of a 
squirrel named Super Twiggy and his 
nemesis, the Colesterator. 

Our national debt stands at over $17 
trillion. Such debt puts our country’s 
security, economy, and everything else 
at risk. 

Let’s pass this today. 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I 

reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Chairman, I 

would ask my friend from Maryland if 
he has any speakers remaining. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. No, I do not. 
Mr. WOODALL. I would ask the gen-

tleman if he would like to give me the 
opportunity to close? 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. The gentleman is 
free to lead off. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

We have talked about tax breaks for 
the rich here. There are no such tax 
breaks in this budget. We have talked 
about the preservation of corporate 
loopholes. There are no such preserva-
tion of corporate loopholes in this 
budget. 

I will say it again. This is the only 
budget that we will vote on that in-
cludes the Tax Code Termination Act, 
which admits to one another that the 
tax system we have today is broken. 
Republicans and Democrats alike have 

riddled it beyond repair with special 
interest loopholes, exemptions, breaks, 
and special carve-outs. 

I, Mr. Chairman, am the cosponsor, 
the lead sponsor of the Fair Tax, the 
only proposal on Capitol Hill that abol-
ishes every single deduction, exemp-
tion, exception in the Tax Code. So 
nonsense, if folks will suggest that this 
is a budget for special interests. 

Let me tell you what this is a budget 
for. This is a budget for working Amer-
icans, because, Mr. Chairman—you saw 
it earlier when the chairman of the Re-
publican Study Committee held up this 
chart. The red line represents a path-
way of economic ruin contained in the 
President’s budget. 

The President talks about a balanced 
approach, and yet his approach never 
balances. The Republican Study Com-
mittee budget balances more quickly 
than any other budget proposal that we 
will discuss. 

Does it have to make tough choices 
to do it? 

Yes, it does. What is the benefit of 
those tough choices, Mr. Chairman? 

The benefit is in interest savings 
alone. If you support NIH, as I do, with 
just the interest savings between our 
budget and the President’s budget, we 
couldn’t just double NIH funding, we 
could triple it, not just this year but 
every year in the budget window. 

Mr. Chairman, on our current path, 
by 2017 we are going to be spending 
more on interest on the national debt 
than we spend on the entire Medicaid 
program to care for our children and 
our elderly. 

By 2020 we will spend more on inter-
est on the national debt under the 
President’s proposal than we will on all 
national security concerns combined. 

There is not a family in America, Mr. 
Chairman, that believes they can bor-
row their way into prosperity. 

The interest that we pay on the debt 
that the President proposes that this 
Nation borrow steals opportunities 
from our children. It is immoral to ad-
vance our generation today at the ex-
pense of generations tomorrow. 

Does this budget make tough 
choices? 

It does. There is only one budget that 
we will be considering today, Mr. 
Chairman, that takes steps to protect 
and preserve Social Security. That is 
the RSC budget. 

There are only two budgets that we 
will be considering today that take 
steps to ensure the solvency of Medi-
care for generations to come. That is 
the RSC budget and the Budget Com-
mittee budget. 

Mr. Chairman, you cannot talk about 
a balanced approach that does not bal-
ance. You cannot talk about making 
tough decisions if you are willing to do 
nothing to save those programs, Medi-
care and Social Security, that so many 
of our families back home rely on. 

We know those programs are headed 
towards destruction, which is why the 
RSC has made the very difficult choice 
to begin saving them today. 
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